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Family seeks privacy; 
widow to run for seat 


Thomas Novelly 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A day after state Rep. Dan Johnson died by 
suicide amid sexual abuse allegations, his wife 
said she would run for his House seat. 

“Dan is gone, but the story of his life is far 
from over,” Rebecca Johnson said. 

Her statement to The Associated Press was 
the only word from the Johnson family as it 
dealt with the lawmaker’s death, which came 
two days after the Kentucky Center for Investi- 
gative Reporting published allegations that he 
sexually assaulted a17-year-old girl at his Fern 
Creek church following a New Year’s Eve party 
in 2012. 

Stephen George, executive editor at Louis- 
ville Public Media, which includes the investi- 
gative reporting center, said in a statement 
that “we are shocked and saddened” by John- 


See JOHNSON, Page 6A 
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e prays at the scene where Kentucky Rep. Dan Johnson died Wednesday in Bullitt County. “He blessed our first 
motorcycle,” she said with tears in her eyes. “My husband saw his last Facebook post and said, ‘Dan is going to kill himself.’ ” PHOTOS BY MATT STONE/COURIER JOURNAL 
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“The people who run for office are just 
people, and there are no perfect people,” 
state Rep. Dan Johnson said Tuesday. 


More inside 


Dan Johnson’s House seat will remain vacant 
until a special election can be held. 6A 
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Frankfort colleagues 
react with sorrow 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Wednesday night’s death by suicide of Rep. 
Dan Johnson, a Bullitt County Republican ac- 
cused of sexual assault and other wrongdoing 
in an investigative news report, is prompting 
expressions of sympathy from colleagues in 
Frankfort. 

“Dan Johnson was my seat mate,” Rep. Jim 
DuPlessis, a Hardin County Republican, wrote 
on Twitter. “I found him to be very kind, soft- 
spoken, and concerned for others ... yet he 
needed help himself. Prayers for his family and 
for the turmoil in Frankfort.” 

Former House Speaker Jeff Hoover — who 
resigned his leadership post last month follow- 
ing a Courier Journal story that he had secretly 
settled a sexual harassment claim by a female 
staff member — also expressed sorrow over the 


See FRANKFORT, Page 7A 


Removed from camp, homeless man loses other leg 


Justin Sayers and Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Byron “Roc” Peeler was off the 
streets, out of the cold and in a warm 
downtown Louisville hotel room when 
———.o he noticed a foul stench coming from his 
=F left foot. 
===> The man who has emerged as a face 

of the city’s homeless was already miss- 
ing his right leg — the fallout of a 2013 
hit-and-run accident — and the toes on 
his left foot, some by frostbite and some 
© by infection. 
retail Now inside for the first time in four 
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years, he began to feel a pain in the foot 
that he had been ignoring since the toes 
were surgically removed in July. 

And that putrid smell. 

“The bandages had graphed inside 
the skin, tissue and bone — with mag- 
gots eating the disease, thousands of 
them,” he told Courier Journal on Tues- 
day from a University of Louisville Hos- 
pital bed. 

It’s been an eventful month for Peel- 
er. 

He caught the public’s attention after 
accusing Mayor Greg Fischer of a lack of 
compassion as the city moved to de- 


Byron “Roc” Peeler sheds a tear as his 
belongings are removed from a 
stroy downtown homeless camps. A homeless camp Dec. 8. PAT MCDONOGH/CJ 


week later, Peeler’s camp, at an Inter- 
state 65 exit ramp near Jefferson and 
Floyd Streets, was torn down amid a 
media gaze. 

Peeler was told by police and home- 
less outreach representatives last Fri- 
day that he was going to receive transi- 
tional housing through St. John Center 
for Homeless Men. But after the cleanup 
of his camp ended, he learned he would 
have to hit the streets the next day. 

“They lied, they lied,” he said Tues- 
day, adding that he spent the weekend 
in the hotel with the help of a sympa- 


See HOMELESS, Page 5A 
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FCC votes along party lines to overturn Obama-era 
net neutrality rules protecting open internet. 1B 


‘Assault to the Louisville tree canopy’ 


Tree ‘topping’ in Courier Journal parking lot was meant 
for safety, but arborists were left fuming. Metro, 3A 


Weather 


High 39° X Low 31° 
Mostly sunny. Forecast, 2A ©2017 
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